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car il s'est emancipe dans le moment au point de me dire, en tremblant, qu'il faisoit chaud. H faut que vous m'aidiez, a le derouiller. H Iwi faut necessawe-ment une passion, et s'il ne m'en juge pas digne, nous kti en chercherons quelque autre. Au reste, mon novice, n'allez pas vous encanailler avec des filles d* opera et des comediennes qui vous epargneront les fraix et du sentiment et de la politesse, mais qui vous en couteront bienplus a tout autre egard. Je vous le dis encore; si vous vous encanaillez vous dtes perdu, mon ami. Ces malheureuses ndneront et v6tre fortune, et vdtre sant&, corromperont vos mceurs, et vous n'aurez jamais le ton de la bonne compagnie. The company laughed at this lecture, and I was stunned with it. I did not know whether she was serious or in jest. By turns I was pleased, ashamed, encouraged, and dejected. But when I found afterwards, that both she, and those to whom she had presented me, countenanced and protected me in company, I gradually got more assurance, and began not to be ashamed of endeavouring to be civil. I copied the best masters, at first servilely, afterwards more freely, and at last I joined habit and invention. All this will happen to you, if you persevere in the desire of pleasing, and shining as a man of the world j that part of your character is the only one, about which I have at present the least doubt. I cannot entertain the least suspicion of your moral character; your learned character is out of question. Your polite character is now the only remaining object that gives me the least anxiety; an,d you are now in the right vay of finishing it. Your constant collision with good company will, of course, smooth and polish you, wish- that you would say, to the five or